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Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit (Acts 2)
Main Point: God gives us the Holy Spirit to grow His kingdom.

Key Verse: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be My witnesses, telling people about Me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. – Acts 1:8 NLT
Materials: A lump of clay or play-doh

Hands on Application:

· Say: Today, we’re going to be talking about some very important and very exciting things. While we’re talking though, only one person will be allowed to speak at a time. Take out the lump of clay. You are only allowed to talk if you are holding this clay. If you want to say something and are not holding the clay, raise your hand and the person holding the clay will pass it to you. These are the “rules” for today. Everyone understand?
· Say: Okay, now I want everyone to tell me what their favorite food is. Give the clay to a student, and let each student say their favorite food when the clay is passed to them. Okay. Now, I want to hear what everyone’s favorite vacation is and your favorite thing you did there. Don’t be shy. I want to hear all about it. Again, wait to hear about each student’s favorite vacation while the clay is passed around. Don’t let kids speak without holding the clay!

· Say: Wait! I have an idea! What if we all had some of the clay at the same time? Break up the clay and give each student piece. Now, what were the rules for today? You are only allowed to talk if you are holding the clay. That’s right, but now it looks like everyone is holding the clay, so that means everyone can talk now. So here’s one more question. What do you want to be when you grow up? I want to hear everyone’s answers! Let the students all answer at the same time.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Think about when only one person had the clay. How did it feel when you wanted to say something? How did it feel to be unable to do the thing you wanted to do? Frustrating, annoying, aggravating. It’s hard when you want to do something and do not have the ability to do it. But what about when everyone got their own piece of clay? How did it feel to be able to speak without being limited? Free, empowering. It was much better once everyone had their own clay.

· Say: This example is a lot like how it was at Pentecost, when the disciples received the Holy Spirit. Before, when the disciples did not have the Holy Spirit, they probably felt like you did when you did not have the clay. They did not have the power or ability to do things for God’s kingdom when they wanted to. There was not much they could do on their own without the Holy Spirit.

· Say: But that all changed when they received the Holy Spirit. Suddenly, the disciples were empowered and could speak in languages that they didn’t know (Acts 2:4). They began to do incredible miracles and wonders (Acts 2:43). And, best of all, more and more people were coming into the kingdom of God each day (Acts 2:47)! God’s kingdom was growing like crazy! The disciples were now free and empowered to grow God’s kingdom. And today, every believer has the same Holy Spirit that the disciples received and that gave them the power to do all these amazing things! We have the same power that the disciples had to grow God’s kingdom if we have the Holy Spirit.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will grow God’s kingdom with the Holy Spirit that comes from God. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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